
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM 
 
 

Monday 15 September 2014 
Deeplish Community Centre, 

Hare Street, Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

Present: A. Nawaz, M. Hussain, A. Mehmood, M. Hussain, S. Abdin, K. Shink, M. Salim, S. Aslam, 
M. Rafiq, M. Ikram, V. Lomax, A. Beasley, M. Saleem, S. Wazir, a. Ali, N. Aslam, S. Borron,  
G. Shahzad, A. Malik, F. Begum, S. Jabeen, S. Begum, J. Begum, Z. Ihsan, M. Anwar, S. Ahmad 
(Chair), M. Khan, P. Iqbal, M. Szymanskys, M. Alam M. Arshad, M. Ashraf 
 
Officers: V. White (Township Management) PCSO Beever & Sgt. Byrne, J. Nuttall (GMWDA),  
P. Whiting (RMBC Environmental Management) 
 
Councillors: Zaheer and Zaman 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair introduced all to the meeting, apologies were received from Councillor Linden, 
Shamshad, A. Coric, J. Beasley (late) and M. Sheraz.  The Chair referred to the code of conduct 
and asked all present to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.  The Chair then stepped 
down in preparation for the election. 
 
2. ELECTION OF CHAIR, VICE CHAIR AND TREASURER 
Election of Chair – Sohail Ahmad was nominated and seconded, as there were no other 
nominations, Sohail was elected to Chair. 
 
Election of Vice-Chair – Mr A Nawaz was elected and seconded.  As there were no other 
nominations, Mr Nawaz was elected as Vice-Chair. 
 
Election of Treasurer – As there are no funds available to the forum, the Principal Townships Officer 
advised that the position be redundant.  The forum agreed that a Treasurer will no longer be 
appointed. 
 
3. MINUTES OF AGM HELD ON 9 SEPTEMBER 2013 
The minutes of the AGM held on 9 September 2013 were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
4. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
Parking Concerns 
In response to various issues relating to parking, Councillor Zaman informed the meeting that a 
survey had been carried out to look at the whole area around the Railway Station, Durham Street 
and Milkstone Road.  A report will be presented to a future meeting of Rochdale Township Action & 
Resources Committee. 
 
Anti-Social Behaviour – ‘P’ Streets 
It was reported that there continues to be a problem with ASB around Penrith, Pullman, Pike and 
Pomona Streets.  GMP will continue to patrol these areas. 
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Canal Path 
A bin has recently been removed from the path to the rear of 202 Milkstone Road, this has resulted 
in additional litter, none of which is ever cleaned up.  There was also a report of fly-tipping, in 
particular there is a discarded tyre and some fencing. 
Action (1) Contact Canal & Rivers Trust to request new bin and regular clean-ups (Andy 
Dawson) 
Action (2) Report fly-tipping to Environmental Management (Andy Dawson) 
 
Youth Service Update 
During the last quarter the service has engaged with young people in outreach sessions at 
Deeplish, Castlemere and Freehold.  They have offered Boxercise sessions at Castlemere 
Community Centre.  An initiative at King Street East was supported by the Youth Bus, and outreach 
and detach work continues to encourage young people to get active and involved in youth 
provision.  The Youth Service is keen to identify willing volunteers and invited expressions of 
interest.  One resident commented that there is too much reliance on the Youth Service and felt that 
a specific Youth Strategy should be developed. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch for ‘P’ Streets 
Sohail Ahmad is progressing this initiative, however interest and take-up is low. 
 
King Street South 
In response to a request for alley-gates, residents were again encouraged to report all incidents of 
crime and/or ASB to the Police.  Failure to do so would result in lack of evidence to support such a 
scheme.  Residents were also informed that the budget for alley-gates is relatively small, and is a 
budget for Borough-wide schemes, hence the need to evidence the greatest need when agreeing 
which schemes to take forward. 
 
Litter 
A general discussion took place around pride, residents’ responsibility and difficulties caused by the 
volume of take-aways in the area.  There was a request for additional litter bins and residents were 
advised to inform Ward Councillors of specific locations if they wished additional bins to be 
considered from ward funds.  Residents were informed that requests for additional bins lead to 
additional resource implications for Environmental Management Service, and are therefore not 
always supported. 
 
5. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
The Police are currently focussing on begging around the Railway Station as a PACT priority.  
Recent crime statistics show that there have been nine domestic burglaries which is low in 
comparison to other wards, and theft of four cycles and break-ins to sheds at two properties.  There 
have been two thefts of motor vehicles, and two thefts from motor vehicles.  There have been eight 
drug-related offences, and two offenders arrested and locked up.  The Police have increased patrols 
using the Community Safety CCTV van which has proved to be an effective deterrent. 
 
Residents were encouraged to report any incidences of crime and disorder, and the Police target 
their resources to areas showing the greatest number of reported incidences.  Residents were also 
encouraged to report on the GMP 101 number, and if they require anonymity to report to 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 
 
There were reports of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage around King Street South, and 
particularly around the green.  PCSO Beever agreed to take this forward as a PACT priority, along 
with issues being experienced in Hereford Street. 
 
It was reported that there is regularly a ‘free for all’ outside the premises known as the Asia 
Restaurant.  Excessive noise nuisance after hours was reported. 
Action (3) Request a visit by Licensing Officers to check that conditions are being adhered to 
(Andy Dawson) 



 
6. OPEN FORUM 
Recycling 
European funding has been obtained to deliver an event in Broadfield Park on 27 September 
between 12-3pm.  Residents will have an opportunity to take part in consultation on future recycling 
plans and posters are available.  Residents were informed of the need to, and reasons to, increase 
the amount of recycling and of the financial benefits this would bring to the Borough.  The forum was 
also informed that there are plans for weekly food waste collections and for households to be issued 
with smaller bins to encourage recycling. 
 
Derelict Buildings 
In response to a question around plans for derelict buildings and unsightly open space, the forum 
was informed of a number of positive improvements within the ward, particularly with the 
development on Boundary Street.  Each derelict site is considered as part of the empty properties 
strategy, and appropriate action taken where necessary. 
 
Play Areas 
It was reported that broken equipment is often removed rather than replaced.  The response was 
that faulty equipment has to be removed for safety reasons, and it is not always possible to identify 
funding for replacements.  Councillor Zaheer confirmed that equipment on play areas is to be 
replaced once funding is confirmed. 
 
Ward Fund 
It was explained that potential ward fund schemes are compiled from issues raised at area forums, 
by members of the public and by Ward Councillors.  A ward fund sub-group will continue to meet to 
discuss proposals and agree which should be supported. 
 
151 Ashfield Road – Alleyway 
Residents submitted photographs showing an uneven surface and asked whether the Council could 
re-surface the area.  They were informed that this area is unadopted and as such is the 
responsibility of residents, as the Council does not fund work on unadopted land. 
 
William Street Property 
There was a complaint that the property at 36 William Street is being used to house young people 
for rehabilitation purposes, and that there has been an increase in noise, parties and general anti-
social behaviour.  The property is in the ownership of St. Vincent’s Housing Association, and the 
forum was informed that permission from the Council is not required in this instance. 
 
7. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Monday 8 December 2014 
6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Deeplish Community Centre 
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